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Visual Storytelling 
 

It is easy to overwhelm an 
audience with the content 
used to create a data snap-
shot of a complex topic such 
as an organization’s financial 
trends or the return on mul-
tiple marketing efforts.  
 
In 3 Keys to Designing More 
Effective Data Visualizations, 
Founder and Chief Brand 
Strategist of MSDS Matthew 
Schwartz identifies 3 essen-
tials to creating effective 
visualization: 
 
1. Focus on the Why, Then 

the How: The most impor-
tant detail is to first decide 
on what information is 
meaningful for the story 
you want to tell.  

2. Avoid Unnecessary Illus-
tration: Clouding an in-
fographic with too much 
material renders it useless 
and difficult to under-
stand. Simplicity is key. 

3. Make Data Design Part of 
Your Brand:  Though in-
dustry standards drive the 
way data is disseminated 
and consumed, showing 
proficiency with simple 
visualizations may be bet-
ter suited for an organiza-
tion wanting to make a 
bigger impact on their 
audience. 

Get Started! 
 

Here is a list of free internet-
based tools that can help you 
create dynamic visuals: 

inFogr.am: This beta tool 
allows the user to embed 
visuals directly onto a 
website. 

Google Fusion Tables:  A 
quick charting feature by 
geographic location can be 
helpful when creating 
maps. 

tableau public: This service 
converts spreadsheet data 
into graphical images that 
can then be combined 
with each other. 

With a myriad of choices in 
data visualization, it’s not hard 
to find some hits and misses 
from which to draw inspira-
tion. 

Carland: The history of an 
organization can be shown 
in a way that is fun and 
informative.   

Breaking Bread: Poor visu-
alization does not support 
the data and fails to engage 
the audience. 

Infographics 
 

Also known as data visualiza-
tion, infographics are being 
used in many industries to 
better connect with their mar-
ketplace. While complex infor-
mation that could be useful 
for engaging donors and audi-
ences is often buried in a 
graph or document, an eye-
catching, well-designed visual 
can make use of that informa-
tion to tell a compelling story 
about your organization’s 
work. In this issue, we provide 
some  resources for those 
ready to take the leap into 
using dynamic visual content 
and ways to ensure it is effec-
tively presented. 

 
It is a capital  
mistake to  

theorize before 
one has data. 
Arthur Conan 

Doyle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Errors using  
inadequate data 
are no less than 
those using no 

data at all. 
Charles Babbage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

True genius  
resides in the  
capacity for 

evaluation of  
uncertain,  

hazardous, and 
conflicting  

information.  
John D.  

Rockefeller 
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Nonprofit Resource 
 

Artful.ly 
 

Fractured Atlas’s online ap-
plication for ticketing, fund-
raising, and donor manage-
ment has recently released 
their Open Source Edition. 
The Artful.ly OSE can be 
downloaded for free and 
allows for quick and easy 
customization for  arts tech-
nology needs.  

The Good, the Bad, and 

the Visually Unappealing  
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